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Students concerned about major SGA concert
by Vu Pham
Thorn News Reporter
The Student Government Asso-
ciation (SGA) Special Events
Committee is proposing to spend
over $2Q,000 to host a large-scale
concert with a well-known band in
I the Sports and Recreation Center
(SRC) possibly before the end of
this academic year.
An informational meeting was
r held yesterday evening in the GM
- room to discuss the issue. A group
of around 20 students attended
I I and raised issues concerning the
cost, campus impact, effect on
club funds, and the ability to hold
a concert in the SRC.
The original plan from the Spe-
cial Events Committee was to use
general funds to finance the event
which would be held in the field-
house of the SRC.
Some of the bands in consider-
ation include- Blink 182, Cake,
Eve 6, Goldfinger, Harvey Dan-
ger, Green Day, Real Big Fish, and
Creed.
SGA plans on sending out bal-
lots in student mailboxes on Mon-
day to vote on their preferred
band. Students may also write-in





Speak up! Andy Davis, SGA Special Events Committee Chairman, discusses plans for the large-
scale concert they are attempting to bring to Rose this year. Photo by John Straigis
is not on the ballot.
Andy Davis, Chairman of the
Special Events Committee,
reported that they are planning to
hire a director who would coordi-
nate the concert.
The name and company of the
director they are currently consid-
ering was unavailable at press
time. However, Davis announced
that if a decision was made in the
next few weeks, the director
would be able to have the concert ing a concert.
take place by the end of the cur- Most opponents at the meeting
rent academic year. were concerned with financial
The talk of hiring a director issues. Originally, the Special
raised several concerns. Some stu- Events Committee proposed
dents were surprised that the using general funds to finance the
director's fee would likely be 10% event.
of the total cost of the concert. Some club members felt that
Because there was lack of infor- taking money out of general funds
mation about the director, some would reduce the amount of
students felt they did not receive money that they need to run their
concrete evidence to support hay- club operation now as well as cut-




proposed by four Rose-Hulman
students, has been selected by
NASA to take part in the next
NASA Reduced Gravity Student
Flight Opportunity Program in
Houston, Texas sometime in early
or late March..
Leo Szumel, junior computer
engineer, Kris Verdeyan, junior
electrical engineer, Travis Sparks,
senior computer engineer, and
senior chemical engineer Chad
Trembath developed the proposal variety of applications, most of
earlier this year entitled "Micro- which would benefit astronauts.
gravity- Test of the Autonomous The device is to fly aboard the
Attitude Adjustment System." Johnson Space Center's KC-
According to their adviser Dr. 135A reduced-gravity aircraft
Barry Farbrother, Electrical and affectionately known as the
Computer Engineering department "Vomit Comet." The aircraft uses
head, the experiment is to "design a high-velocity parabolic flight
and develop a device which will path to create a period of weight-
free float in space and track and lessness that can last upwards of
follow an object without human 30 seconds.
intervention." As an added bonus, the students
The device will have gyro- will be allowed to ride with the
scopes and infrared tracking for
use in navigation.
The experiment would have a
See NASA, page 4
The KC-135, also known as
the "Vomit Comet", will be
used to test the Rose team's
experiment.
Photo courtesy of NASA
Severe snowstorm slows, strands several students
by Mike Reavey
Thorn News Reporter
This past weekend a major weather
front moved through the Midwest,
causing havoc from Chicago, which
had blizzard conditions, all the way to
Houston, where several tornadoes
touched down. The weather forced
airlines to cancel and delay flights all
across the country. People were
stranded at airports everywhere.
Many students traveling back to Rose
showed up at the airport to find that
their flights had been canceled and it
was unlikely they would be able to get
another flight for several days.
Anyone who chose to drive back
faced the problem of ice-covered
roads. The trip back was slow and
dangerous. Blake Montgomery's
flight was canceled, but he was lucky
enough to get on another flight the
same day. However, he arrived in
Indianapolis six hours late. He got a
ride to Rose with classmate Dan
Allen. The ride was slow because of
the condition of the road. Their car
broke down and they were stuck on



















canceled on Sunday. To make things
worse, he had to make a connecting
flight in Chicago. He finally got back
to Rose on Tuesday afternoon.
Leo Morand drove in from Chi-
cago. He reports that the roads in
northern Illinois were clear, but com-
plained about the drifting. However,
he says he saw about twenty cars
abandoned on the road along route 74.
Despite all the hard luck stories out
there, the majority of students were
The Triangle fraternity house sits covered in snow
from the recent storm. Is something missing? See
page 4 for details. 
Photo by John Straigts
able to make it to classes on Monday
morning. According to Assistant
Vice-President for Student Affairs,
Pete Gustafson, the rumor that
upwards of 500 students called in say-
ing they could not make it to school
on Monday were exaggerated. The
actual number was closer to 200.
Many people new to Rose may be
left wondering just how bad it has to
get for classes to be canceled. There
are not many precedents for snow
closing here. In 1978, classes were
canceled for two days because of the
blizzard that hit this region. Earlier
this decade, classes were canceled
because the school buildings had no
heat or electricity. It was fifty degrees
in the hallways, which was virtually
tropical compared to the thirty-one
below it was outside.
Why does Rose have so few snow
closings? The Snow Policy from the
Staff Handbook states one reason is
that 60% of the students live on cam-
pus. Also, it is important for the Insti-
tute to remain open whenever
possible because of its obligation to
educate. "This is the major focus of
[the students') lives and--while we
know they would probably forgive us
for canceling class or assignment--
they also depend on [the staff] to give
them the education they have con-
tracted for." However, the handbook
reminds us that this policy "does not
reflecl the desire to be ̀ macho'."
The vast majority of students
arrived by Tuesday and things seem
to be back to normal by now. The
ordeal just proves that no matter how
bad the weather was this weekend, it
was just business as usual for Rose-
Hulman.
ting the clubs from requesting for
more money to perform other spe-
cial activities for the rest of the
current academic year.
Currently, every Rose-Hulman
student pays $35 student activi-
ties fee per quarter. Most money
accumulated each quarter goes
into the general fund which is cur-
rently used to mainly fund Rose-
Hulman SGA sponsored organiza-
tions.
Jason Carter, SGA Treasurer,
was unable to attend the meeting
to discuss the available funds
issue.
Davis did respond by stating
that SGA, over the past 20 years,
held a CD from excess funds that
will mature in March to give the
committee $17,000. There is also
possibly a mutual fund of $30,000
that the organization may have
access to.
Davis said these two sources of
revenues were suggested by Jess
Lucas, Dean of Students, and
should be enough to cover the
event.
Alyssa Riley, Vice-President of
SGA, also attended the meeting.



























• Thesis Defense, "Adaptive Filter For Audio
Noise Canceling Without An External
Reference Source," Ling Jiang, B-108, 4:20
p.m. (Buck Brown/Keith Hoover)
• Men's & Women's Basketball, at Hendrix
College, Conway, Ark.:
• Women's Game, 7 p.m. Broadcast on
WJSH-AM at 6:45 p.m.
• Men's Game, 9 p.m. Broadcast on
WJSH-AM, 13(X), at 8:45 p.m.
• Men's & Women's Swimming, at Univ. of
Indianapolis Invitational, 11 a.m.
Saturday, January 9
• Men's & Women's Swimming, at Univ. of
Indianapolis Invitational, 10 a.m.
January 10 - January 16
Sunday, January 10
• Men's & Women's Basketball, at Rhodes
College, Memphis, Tern.:
• Men's Game, 2 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM, 13(X), at 1:45 p.m.
• Women's Game, 4 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM at 3:45 p.m.
Monday, January 11
• Career Services' Interviews: Essex Group,
Inc.
Tuesday, January 12
• Institute Meeting, E-104, Moench Hall, 4:20
p.m.
• Sabbatical Review, Activities At Kanazawa
Institute of Technology/Failure Analysis Of
IRL Race Cars/Consultant To Olin College
of Engineering, James Eifert, E-104, 4:20
p.m. (James Eifert)
• Student Government Association Meeting,
GM Room, 5:30 p.m.
• Women's Basketball, vs. E:arlham College,
Hulbert Arena, 7 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: Amdocs
Wednesday, January 13
• President's Administrative Council Meeting,
Hulman Union, 8 a.m.
• Recyclable Engineering Contest, Union
Lobby, 5 p.m. (Donna Gustafson)
• Men's JV Basketball, at DePauw University,
Greencastle, 7:30 p.m.
• Career Services Interviews: Johnson
Controls
• Company Information Session: Federal-
Mogul Corp., Hillman Union, TBA
Thursday, January 14
• Student Activities' Program, "Eat Right,
Feel Good, Look Great!," Deanna Latson,
Kahn Room, Hulman Union, 7:30 p.m.
(Donna Gustafson)
• Career Services' Interviews: Federal-Mogul
Corp.
Friday, January 15
• Men's & Women's Basketball, vs.
Southwestern Univ., Hulbert Arena:
• Women's Game, 6 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM at 5:45 p.m.
• Men's Game, 8 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM. 13(X), at 7:45 p.m.
• Track & Field, All Corners Meet, SRC, TBA
• Career Services' Interviews: Allegheny
Teledyne
Saturday, January 16
• Midterm Progress Reports Deadline.
Registrar's Office
• "Rosie's Winter Warm-Up" Wabash Valley
Alumni Day, SRC (Brian Dyer and Bunny
Nash):
• Basketball Clinic, SRC, 10 a.m. to Noon
• Alumni Basketball Game, Hulbert
Arena, Noon •
• Open Swim, SRC, Noon-2 p.m.
• Other Sports Clinics, SRC, 2-4 p.m.
• Pizza Party, SRC, 4 p.m.
• Rifle, vs. Xavier University, Rifle Range. 8
am. (Michael Ray)
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January 17- 23
Sunday, January 17
• Men's & Women's Basketball, vs. Trinity
Univ., Hulbert Arena:
• Men's Game, Noon. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM, 1300, 11:45 a.m.
• Women's Game, 2 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-Am, 1:45 p.m.
Monday, January 18
• Admissions' On Campus Visitation
Program, Kahn Room, Hulman, 1-4 p.m.
(Chuck Howard)
• Martin Luther King Day Program, Kahn
Room, Hulman Union, 6:30-9 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: J.W. Hicks, Inc.
• Company Information Session: Marathon
Ashland Petroleum (Co-Op Only)
Tuesday, January 19
• Registration For Spring Quarter (Lou
Harmening)
• Explore Engineering (Family Night/College
Information), Sports and Recreation Center,
7-9 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: Marathon
Ashland Petroleum LLC, Amsted
Wednesday, January 20
• President's Administrative Council Meeting,
Hulman Union, 8 am.
• National Society of Black Engineers'
General Meeting, Hulman Union, 7 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: Makino
Machine Tool Company
Thursday, January 21
• Men's & Women's Basketball, vs. DePauw
Univ., Hulbert Arena:
• Women's Game, 6 p.m. Broadcast On
WISH-AM, 5:45 p.m.
• Men's Game, 8 p.m. Broadcast On
WJSH-AM, 1300,7:45 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: Makino
Machine Tool Company, UOP
Friday, January 22
• Men's & Women's Track & Field, All
Comers Meet, Sports and Recreation
Center, TBA (Bill Welch)
• Men's & Women's Swimming, at DePauw
University, Greencastle, 6 p.m.
• Career Services' Interviews: UOP
Saturday, January 23
• SAB's Las Vegas Night, Main Dining
Room, Hulman Union, 7 p.m. (Donna
Gustafson)
• "Night At The Fights," Hulbert Arena,
Sports and Recreation Center (Special
Discounts For Rose-Hulman Students):
• Preliminary Fights Begin, 7 p.m.
• Terre Haute's Terry Ray Fights For
WBF Cruiserweight Championship, 9
p.m. (Televised By Fox Sports
Network)
• St. Joseph's Center Euchre Tournament,
Hulman Union, II a.m.-3 p.m.
• Men's Swimming, vs. Wabash College,
Sports and Recreation Center, 2 p.m.
(Randy Jensen)
• Rifle, vs. Morehead State University, Rifle
Range, Cook Stadium, 9 a.m. (Michael
Ray)
• Wrestling, at Manchester Invitational, North
Manchester, Ind.
Future Events  4
January 24
• Rifle, vs. Akron University, Rifle Range, 9
a.m.
• Men's JV Basketball Tournament, SRC, All
Day
January 25
• Final Date To Drop Course Without Penalty
January 26
• SGA President/Vice President Primary
Elections




• Winter Quarter Blood Drive, Union, II am.-
5 p.m.
January 29
• Take Five, SRC, 7 p.m.-Midnight
January 30
• Fine Arts Series, The Bellemeade Trio, 7:30
p.m.
• Student Activities' Make Wax Candles,
Union, 11 a.m.
February 2
• Institute Meeting, E- 104, 4:30 p.m.
February 3
• Women's Basketball, St. Mary-of-the-
Woods, 7 p.m.
February 4
• Student Activities' Indy Car Racing, Union,
II a.m.
February 5
• Drama Club, "WILL 101: Shakespeare For
Dummies"
• Men's & Women's Basketball, Hendrix
College, 6 & 8 p.m.
February 6
• Mom's Day Candlelight Dinner, Hulman
Union, 5:30 p.m.
• Drama Club, "WILL 101: Shakespeare For
Dummies"
• Rose-Hulman Invitational Track Meet,
SRC, 1:30 p.m.
February 7
• Men's & Women's Basketball, Rhodes
College, 1 & 3 p.m.
February 8-12
• Panhellenic Camation Sale, Moench
Commons
February 13
• Regional MATHCOUNTS Competition,
Hulman Union
• Fine Arts Series, Pianist Robert Siemers,
7:30 p.m.
February 15
• Admissions' On Campus Visitation Day, 1-4
p.m.
February 21 -27
• National Engineers Week
February 24
• National Engineers Week's Student
Visitation Day, Hulman Union, 12:15-2:30
p.m.
February 26
• Commission On The Future Of Rose
-Hulman Meetings
• Men's & Women's Basketball, Millsaps, 6
& 8 p.m.
February 27
• Commission On The Future Of Rose-
Hulman Meetings
March 6
• State MATHCOUNTS Competition,
Hulman Union
Art Exhibit Information
• All exhibits are available from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. weekdays.
• 'The Road to Bali: The Arts and
Crafts of Indonesia"
• Second Floor, Hadley Hall
Art objects and handicrafts that Rose-
Hulman faculty member Antonio de la
Cova recently brought back from Indonesia
are currently on display. The exhibit has
replicas of the ancient temples of
Borobudur and Prambanan and a
traditional Sulawesi Tongkongan hut.
There are various colorful and delicately
carved and painted puppets and wooden
items. These include representations of
Hindu deities. Barong masks, cosmetic jars.
a Bali cocicfighter, and animal figures.
• Untitled Acrylic Abstracts By
Brendan Thomas
• Second Floor Hallway, Moench Hall
A total of 17 untitled acrylic abstract
paintings by Brendan Thomas, a 20-year-
old art student at the University of
Michigan's School of Art ct Design, is
featured along the secondfloor hallway of
Moench Hall. The paintings were
completed in the last two years by the
budding artist. They show his
experimentation with short brush strokes
and vivid colors, like bright orange, green
and blue. Brendan is the son of Rose-
Hulman alumnus Michael Thomas ('64)
and St. Mary-of-the-Woods College
alumnus Carolyn Thomas ('65).
• Landscape Paintings By Terre
Haute Artist Thea Johnson
• Second Floor Hallway, Moench Hall
Beautiful landscape paintings by Terre
Haute artist Thea Johnson are also
available for public viewing on the second
floor of the Moench Hall. A total of 28
paintings are included in the exhibit. The
paintings showcase a slice of Indiana's
picturesque countryside -- Windmills,
barns, pastures and even covered bridges!
Community Events
• Sheldon Swope Art Museum, art classes
(All classes start in January 1999)
-Basket Weaving/Egg Basket
-Beginning Stained Glass with Copper
Foil
- Blind Contour Wire Sculpture
-The Art of Handmade Tiles
-Hand-Made Valentines
For details on class availability, contact
Andrea Ondish (Programs and Exhibi-
tions Coordinator) at (812) 238-1676
*Sheldon Swope Art Museum, "Wednes-
days at the Swope" lecture series, Janu-














Events may be published in
Campus Events by any organization
or individual. Information on club
meetings, lectures/speeches, and
athletic events, including
announcements of times and
locations may be submitted to
Campus Calendar, in care of Dale
Long, associate director of
communications, at Box 14 or
extension 8418. More detailed
articles containing plans, agendas,
and specific information should be
submitted to the Rose Thorn.
All submissions must be made
by Wednesday, at noon, in order to
be published in Campus Events in
the Rose Thorn on Friday.






States could lose $20 billion in tax
revenue as tax-free shopping over the
Internet increases.
Nkem Chulcwu, new mother of
octuplets, returned home after spend-
ing weeks in a Houston hospital.
Wang Xizhe was released from
New York's Bellevue Hospital after
he staged a hunger strike in front of The Journal of the American Medi-
the United Nations building to protest cal Association reported that drinking
China's jailing of fellow Chinese dis- up to two alcoholic drinks per day can
sidents. decrease the chance of having a
stroke by half.
Approximately 365,000 pounds of
salt were used throughout the week- 
Prince Edward of England becameend to combat the snow in Chicago.
engaged to his girlfriend of five years,
Four days of freezing temperatures Sophie Rhys-Jones.
in December destroyed 80% of the
nation's navel orange and lemon sup-
plies. Consumers will see a 20-30%
increase in prices for the next year.
NASA plans to launch the Mars
Polar Lander, which will search





Airport was shut down on Saturday
when 22 inches of snow covered the
city. The storm was near blizzard con-
ditions, but did not break the record of
23 inches, which fell in January 1967.
The Midwest and Northeastern U.S.
suffered heavy snow, ice and rain
over the weekend.
In New York's Central Park, 2.42
inches of rain fell on Sunday while
snow raged the Midwest. The rain
flooded houses and caused power
outages in Philadelphia. The ice
caused a fifty-car pileup on New
York's Grand Central Parkway result-
ing in 23 injured people.
Elizabeth Dole resigned as presi-
dent of the American Red Cross.
Many people anticipate that she will
run for president in the 2000 race.
Fifty new quarters for 50 states will
be slowly exchanged for the current
quarter. Next year, a new dollar coin
will replace the Susan B. Anthony
dollar coin.
Thesday, January 5
MCI overbid the $45 billion bid by
Bell Atlantic with a $55 billion bid for
the cellular phone giant, AirTouch.
After a six month lockout, the
NBA and the players union agreed to
a deal. There will be 52 more games.
The season will begin the first week
of February. Playoffs will begin in
May and end in June. Salaries will be
pro-rated, giving the players approxi-
mately 60-65% of their salaries. A
salary cap of $14 million was set for
hiring new players.
Ford Motor Company unveiled the
Advanced Restraints System (ARS)
which will start to appear in the 2000
Taurus. The new system will try to
minimize deaths by airbag suffoca-
tion by having the system sensor
monitor the speed of crash to lower
the amount of inflation to the bag. It
will also sense the positions of occu-
pants and allow for easy release of
safety belts after a crash.
The FDA approved the drugs to
treat dogs' separation anxiety and
cognitive dysfunction syndrome
(CDS). Currently Pfizer has released
a drug called Anipryl that teat CDS.
The drug is said to reduce problems
such as disorientation, inactivity,
insomnia and incontinence.
Thursday, January 7
Over 615 million people flew on
14 millions U.S. flights worldwide
last year. The year 1998 was the first
time the National Transportation
Safety Board recorded a zero death
count. Worldwide 1,325 people died
in plane crashes.
A web site called "The Nuremberg
Files" is on trial for endangering doc-
tors' lives in Portland, Oregon. The
site lists name, addresses, license
plate numbers and occupations of
family members of abortion doctors.
Aside from graphic abortion pic-
tures, the site also has pictures of the
doctors, their homes, cars, and spe-
cial color coding of the doctors who,
were killed or wounded.
Nolan Ryan, George Brett, and At Texaco's corporate offices, 186
Robin Yount were voted into the female employees will receive a total
Baseball Hall of Fame. of $3.1 million in back pay, interest,
and salary. raises as part of a federal
At least $200 million in settlement crackdown on equality in salary for
compensation will be paid to black women in executive position.
farmers from the Agriculture Depart-
ment after the farmers accused the
department of denying them loans 
Chief Justice William Rehnquist
and services, will preside over the Senate during
the impeachment trial of President
Eleven Students were injured in a Clinton.
blast from an unused locker at North-
east High School in Kansas City, Mo. A sonogram of a thick carotid
artery wall in the neck indicates that
The weekend snow storm killed 91 it is five times more likely for a
people. Victims included highway patient to have a heart attack or
fatalities and collapses after shoveling stroke, according to a report by The
snow.
New England Journal of Medicine.
A baby was stillborn and left in the This new 
method of testing will be a
front door of the Epiphany Catholic better indicator than high blood pres-
Church.in Chicago. • sure or other techniques.
Freshman poll gives thumbs-up
by Mike Oder
Thorn News Reporter
Earlier this year, in their Col-
lege and Life Skills classes,
freshmen at Rose completed a
survey reflecting their opinions
on various aspects of the school.
The school started the survey in
1975, and, except for 1977, it has
been given every year since. The
students were asked to rate
classes and programs on a four-
point scale, tell what they
believed were the best and worst
aspects of Rose, and reflect upon
their experiences with various
aspects of campus life. The sur-
vey also included a section for
comments, which was. read by the
faculty and by the President.
Of all the classes and programs
rated, Fast Track Calculus was
voted to be the most worthwhile,
with Catapult coming in at a close
second. The overall academic
program received a "GPA" of
3.48, while Calculus I received
the highest mark for any single
class. Integrated Curriculum halls clean.
received a 2.49, which was down Students used the U.S. News &
from last year and the year. World Report and Money maga-
before. Humanities electives zine rankings to make their deci-
received the same, which was sion to go to Rose, along with
also down from the previous two advice and information given by
years. their friends and family.
An average of 3.66 was given Of the freshmen who used the
to the recreational facilities, school's Web page to gather
which is much higher than rank- information, most felt it did a
ings before the completion of the good job of providing what they
SRC. were looking for.
Sixty-six percent of freshmen The professors and atmosphere
said they had visited the Learning were given as the most positive
Center, and most rated its ser- aspects of Rose-Hulman, while
vices as either good or excellent. the workload was named the most
Those students who had vis- negative aspect.
ited the Counseling Office also According to Pete Gustafson,
ranked its services highly. Assistant Vice President of Stu-
Overall, freshmen felt that their dent Affairs, these positives and
Resident and Sophomore Advi- negatives have not changed much
sors were almost always helpful, over the many years that the sur-
and that the rules and policies of vey has been given.
the residence halls were neither Students were asked to reflect
too strict nor too lenient. upon their decision to attend
Students also believe that the Rose-Hulman, and eighty-seven
custodial staff does an excellent percent of freshmen reported that
job of keeping their residence they were pleased or extremely
pleased with it.




On Tuesday, January 26, the
primary election for Student Body
President and Vice President will
be held, followed by the general
election on February 2.
For students interested in
becoming a candidate for either
position, here is a short job
description of each.
The Student Body President is
elected as a junior, and will serve
as the highest official of the Stu-
dent Government Association. He
must appoint the SGA Executive
Council, and is responsible for the
affairs of the Student Govern-
ment. He is also the official repre-
sentative of the student body and
will often be expected to bring the
views of the student body to the
adminstration. This position
requires dedication and effort, but
can be very rewarding when see-
ing students' needs met.
Candidates for Student Body
Vice-President must be of sopho-
more or junior standing. The Vice
President's chief concern is the
Student Senate, which he presides
over during regular meetings of
the SGA. The other major respon-
sibility of the Vice-President is
holding student surveys to dis-
cover the opinion of students
about current campus issues.
Responsibility and a willingness
to serve are necessary for a suc-
cessful Vice-President.
Any student interested in either
of these positions may pick up a
petition outside the SGA office.
Petitions will be due Monday,





We are looking for
Work-Study students
to work the hours YOU











From Larry Bird to Coach
Shaw, Terre Haute has been a
strong center for basketball. But
what about those people
inclined to other winter sports,
say something on skates? Any
prospective athlete interested in
a fast-paced, exciting and fun
sport other than Athletic Depart-
ment-sponsored programs can
turn to the Rose Rollerhockey
Club.
The Rollerhockey Club is a
part of the Midwest Region of
the newly formed Collegiate
Rollerhockey Association. It
participates in seven or eight meet at an ISU gym, the first
tournaments a year in places indoor practice since Shook
ranging from Lansing, Michigan Fieldhouse, with many more
to Chicago to Champaign, Illi- likely to come. „Anyone inter-
nois. Competition is fierce. ested in the club, whether to just
Schools in the region include play hockey for fun a couple of
Michigan State, the University times a week or to join the tray-
of Illinois, Michigan and Purdue cling team, can contact any
among many others, but the officer below.
entirely student-run club is Students interested in partici-
answering the challenge, with a pating only need basic equip-
win against Ball State and a tie ment (skates and a stick), as the
with Purdue in the most recent club has equipment available.
tournament. Very little cost is involved, and
Members have struggled in players of all skill levels are
recent years to find a facility for welcome. So, if you've ever
practice, but the club has wanted to lace up the skates and
worked out a solution. Thurs- test your slapshot, give Rose
day, January 14, the club will Rollerhockey a try.
TO CONTACT THE ROLLERHOCKEY CLUB
Chris Vollbrecht Team Captain 877-0095 vollbrcv@rose-hulman.edu
Nick Hurlburt Club President 877-7294 hurIbunr@rose-hulman.edu
Page 4 The Rose Thorn •News • January 8, 1999
Stanford scientists search for extraterrestrial life
by Joanne Wu
The Stanford Daily (Stanford)
(U-WIRE) STANFORD, Calif.
-- The human thirst for discover-
ing extraterrestrial life may
finally be quenched as explora-
tions of Jupiter's smallest moon,
Europa, provide increasing evi-
dence that suggests the existence
of a liquid ocean.
In 2003, NASA is planning to
launch its $250-million Europa
Orbiter mission to collect further
evidence that may determine
whether water does flow beneath
Europa's icy surface. Christo-
pher Chyba, consulting professor
of geological and environmental
sciences, will chair the science
definition team for the mission.
So far, Earth is the only plane-
tary body in the solar system
known to harbor liquid water,
which is considered crucial for
the development of life.
Much data supporting the exist-
ence of water on Europa has been
gathered from previous missions.
In the late I 970s, information
from the Voyager missions raised
the possibility of an ocean under
the frozen crust of Europa. This
theory was strengthened by
images of Europa's surface taken
by the Galileo spacecraft in 1996.
"[Since then] there has been a
convergence of evidence that
supports the existence of a liquid
ocean on Europa," said Chyba in
a previous interview.
A three-dimensional map of
Europa's Pwyll Crater provided
by Galileo' images reveals a
unique structure that may have
formed due to water present
below the moon's crust.
Unlike most young, deep
impact craters, the Pwyll crater
has a floor at the same level as
the exterior, revealing that the
crater has been filled in from the
bottom. Other evidence indicates
that the crater collapsed during or
immediately following the mete-
orite impact, which might result
from water or soft ice underneath
the moon's exterior.
Debris from the impact also
suggests that a material different
from the surface ice exists below
Europa's crust. Furthermore,
some areas in the crater appear to
show localized melting near the
surface. At some sections, the
crust may be no thicker than 150
kilometers.
Exploration by Galileo also
showed the existence of iceberg-
like areas on Europa. The terrain
of the moon contains large frac-
tured and rotated chunks of crust
the size of several city blocks.
The ice floes appear to be
either sliding on soft glacier-like
ice beneath the surface or floating
like icebergs in a more fluid
material.
Images reveal .rough and swirly
material between the separated
plates of crust,' which may be
slush that later solidified. Any
water exposed to the surface of
Europa would immediately freeze
in the minus-260-degree Fahren-
heit temperature, creating this
land texture.
An elaborate complex of
wedges criss-crosses the ice crust
of the moon, formed as new crust
CONCERT
from page I -
She added that the funds .gener-
ated from ticket sales would be
used to return the funds back to
SGA and also donate some money
to charity.
According to Davis, the com-
mittee plans to host the concert in
the Ileldhouse of the SRC.
Through talk with Matt Sinclair,
the SRC director, Davis said the
fieldhouse can accommodate up
to 50(X) people.
Davis added that the concert
would be open to the general pub-
lic with discount ticket sales for
Rose students. The cost of the
tickets will he about $10 or less.
The concert would probably he
standing room only and the stage
would be set to one side of the
fieldhouse.
"The SRC system is supposedly
capable of handling [the concert)
but we'll look into it some more,"
commented Davis on the sound
system.
Davis continued to say that
SGA would rent more equipment
to meet the demand of the band
and that Rose-Hulman also has
some equipment already that
could be used for the event.
Aside from the cost for renting
equipment, Davis admitted that
security will add more cost, "A lot
of time there will be additional
cost...security is going to cost
$2000 [based on last year esti-
mate) that was if we have 4000
people. They charge per size of
the event, if we have 5000, it will
be a little more than that."
Security for the event would
include more security for the
entire campus, including around
the residence halls. Reminders
would also go out to warn of the
large amount of people expected
so that students can take extra pre-
cautions.
Davis said that the director
would take care of most advertise-
ment costs for the event, but Davis
said SGA will also have addi-
tional advertisements of their
own.
"We will probably allot some-
where about $1000 for that," said
Davis.
When asked about band costs,
Davis responded that "the cost
range for the band is about
$10,000 to $20,000."
The Thorn was able to obtain
information that the bands in con-
sideration by the committee cost
in the range of anywhere from
$5,000 - $7,500 for Harvey Dan-
ger to $25,000 - $30,000 for
Green Day. Several people who
attended the meeting were not so
concerned that the• cost of the
hand is high, but rather if there
would be enough people inter-
ested to attend and recover the
costs. "Five years ago, there was a
band brought to the Hulman Cen-
ter for Rose-Hulman. The only
reason there was money lost
because the Hulman Center was
too big a venue for the actual band
to sell out. But there were over
5000 seats sold," argued Weeks
Heist, an SGA senator.
One opponent, Ana Witaszczyk,
said, "If everyone is bringing in
just one hand for $20,000, why
don't we bring in some smaller
band? There are bands out there
that aren't as well known, but pull
in a lot of money."
SGA argued that the large band
will bring out more people to an
SGA sponsored event.
According to an SGA survey
from last year, 44% of students
surveyed have gone to an SGA
concert, event, or belong to a
sponsored club. Also, 44%
wanted to see concert. A over-
whelming 85% of those surveyed
want to fund clubs and other large
scale events such as a concert.
"Yes, we can't give concert that
will guarantee every students will
be happy with it, every students
will come, but the goal of having a
large concert - like this is we can
please a lot more students than
just the clubs," said Davis.
Questions were raised as to why
the Student Activities Board
(SAB), an SGA sponsored organi-
zation, is not 'given the opportu-
nity to plan such a large scale
concert given that SAB has expe-
rience in organizing many other
concerts.
Davis responded that because
SAB already had other events,
they did not think SAB could han-
dle the work load to hold a concert
of this magnitude.
Parking was also another con-
cern of some who attended the
meeting. "The students will see a
lot of traffic on that day, but the
students won't have to pay for
parking. We might end up asking
some students possible not to park
their cars in certain parts. We also
talk about shuttling some people
from possibly the baseball parking
field. There is a way to manage...
it will take a bit of work to figure
it out," said Davis.
"The original goal of this con-
cert is to have the concert, see
how well it works, if it works well
is to try to do it again. Maybe not
every year, maybe not every other
year, but every few years," said
Davis.
Within the next couple weeks, a
concert director will visit the cam-
pus to see if Rose-Hulman can
handle a concert. There may be'a
possibility that the director would
be able to hold an information ses-
sion to discuss the feasibility
issues of what it would take to
hold a large-scale concert at Rose-
Hulman.
People interested in more infor-
mation or comments concerning
the concert should contact Andy
Davis, SGA Special Events Com-
mittee chairman, by phone at .???-
.??.?? or by e-mail to
davis??@rose-hulman.edu. Addi-
tional comments can also be sent
to the editorial department of the
Thorn by e-mail to thorn@rose-
hulman.edu.
Craig Pohlman
contributed to this article
wells up from below. The wedges
consist of narrow ridges and par-
allel grooves, similar to new crust
formed at mid-ocean ridges on
the Earth's sea floor. This sug-
gests plate tectonic activity, since
tension in the crust can cause two
plates to pull apart slightly,
allowing warmer material from
below to push up and freeze,
forming a ridge. The warmer
material in this hypothesis would
be water.
Another theory indicates that
the ridges are created when tidal
heating, caused by the pull of
Jupiter's strong gravity, melted or
cracked Europa's surface. The
cracks in Europa's terrain are
remarkably similar to the surface
of the Earth's Arctic Ocean.
Discoloration of the ridges,
along with the presence of ice
floes, suggest ice volcanoes or
geysers may once have been
active on the moon. The majority
of the moon's surface lacks cra-
tering, suggesting that it is con-
stantly resurfaced, possibly by
frost falling from liquid water
geysers as they encounter frigid
surface temperatures.
Magnetic fields on Europa,
recorded by a magnetometer on
Galileo, have measured fluctua-
tions that are consistent with the
magnetic effects of currents flow-
ing in a salt-water ocean.
"All these lines of evidence
point to a liquid water ocean,"
Chyba said.
Three elements essential to the
support of life include the pres-
ence of water, organic com-
pounds and sufficient heat. Water
does exist on the planet at least in
ice form, and organic compounds
also exist on the moon, with suf-
ficient oxygen created by water
vapor to form a tenuous atmo-
sphere.
One major question that
remains to be answered is how
much heat is generated in the
moon's interior, and whether that
temperature is high enough to
create a fluid ocean. Theoretical
estimates of the amount of heat
produced by the force of gravity
exerted on Europa by Jupiter's
other moons suggest that it
should sustain liquid water.
To search for evidence that
might ascertain the existence of a
liquid ocean on Europa, the sci-
ence definition team of the
Europa Orbiter mission has pro-
posed techniques such as imag-
ing, altimetry, gravity
measurements and subsurface
radar soundings. Infrared spec-
trometry may also be used to
examine the chemical composi-
tion of Europa's surface, deter-
mining the presence of possible
organic molecules.
"If the orbiter confirms that
Europa has a liquid ocean, then it
will become one of the hottest
places in the solar system, along





18th and 23rd, a house occupied
by four Rose students was bur-
glarized. Among the items taken
were laptops, VCR, car CD
player, and various CDs. Their
television was originally
thought to be missing, but was
found later in the yard of the
home.
December 19
Unknown person(s) swiped the
Triangle fraternity emblem from
the fr.ont face of their fraternity
house located on the eastern side
of the Rose campus. It is cur-
rently unknown who is responsi-
ble for the theft, but Rose-
Hulman Safety and Security
believes that another fraternity
may have taken it as a prank.
(See picture of the "naked" fra-
ternity house on page 1)
Future
The suspect responsible for the
break-in at the Sigma Nu frater-
nity house will be going to trial
next Tuesday. The suspect's
name and details of the incident




experiment along with their
adviser and a local reporter.
The experiment, spon-
sored by Rose-Hulman and
the Electrical and Computer
Engineering department, is
set to take place in the first
or last week of March.
When asked about the
experiment's impact on the
Rose-Hulman community,
Farbrother responded that
aside from the opportunity
for the students to fly aboard
the aircraft, the local and
possibly national press cov-
erage would draw positive atten-
tion towards Rose-Hulman.
Dr. Farbrother is currently one
of the Associate Directors of the
Indiana Space Grant Consortium
Four Rose students will experience
weightlessness like these astronauts
in the KC-135 reduced-gravity air-
craft. Photo courtesy ot NASA
which is funded by NASA.
For more information about this
and future competitions, please
visit the NASA Reduced Gravity








Most of you have gotten the
recent e-mail regarding the meet-
ing to discuss a possible concert
with the student body. Most of
you probably didn't go. I did.
First, some background. The
idea, thus far, is to hold a con-
cert, with a fairly big-name act,
either this year or next year in
the SRC. The concert will end up
being some kind of charity event,
with any profits going towards
charity groups in the area.
The biggest problem, espe-
cially with getting a big act to
come through, is, of course, cost.
The SGA wants to spend some-
where in the area of $20,000 to
pay for the band to come here.
Twenty thousand dollars.
The biggest fear I and many
others had previous to this meet-
ing was that this money would
come from the general fund and
thus effectively leave all the
clubs who might need special
funding in the coming months
twisting in the wind.
I still harbor this fear, despite
all the assurances the SGA repre-
sentatives gave during the course
of the meeting.
For one thing, they are
depending rather heavily on
making all their money back
from ticket sales; tickets are
expected to cost in the area of
five to ten dollars.
I see a number of problems
with this. First of all, even if
Rose students have discounts,
how many of them will be will-
ing to I) go to the concert and 2)
pay to get in? Most of the activi-
ties that happen on campus are
free to students, and, frankly,
we've been spoiled because of it.
Charging for tickets will be nec-
essary for this concert; how
many people will be willing to
pay to see a band they don't
know that well?
Another potential problem I
see is equipment costs. I have my
doubts as to whether or not Rose
truly has the equipment neces-
sary to put on a bona-fide rock
concert. Who knows what the
band may require? They may try
to budget for it, but when the
producer comes along to plan the
show, he may start requesting
stuff that we simply can't afford.
This brings me to another
point: the producer they plan to
hire to coordinate the show. I
have no problem with this. I in
fact would prefer that, but what
are this guy's credentials? Does
he really think a show can go on
here, or is he blowing us smoke
so he can get his 10% cut?
The next difficulty I see is the
fact that we are using the SRC. It
is a large facility, to be sure, but
can the fieldhouse portion really
hold 5,000 people as part of a
standing-room only crowd? Of
course, this is probably a rela-
tively minor issue; I've seen
hundreds of people pack a bar to
see a band before.
What worries me most about
the SRC is the sound: both the
sound system itself and the
acoustics of the place. I have
already mentioned my reserva-
tions regarding equipment; I
won't rehash them here. But,
let's face it, the SRC was built
for athletics, not for concerts.
Just how is it going to sound if
Eve 6 (one of the bands under
consideration) rips into the loud,
distorted part of "Inside Out"?
Somehow, I have a bad feeling
that it won't sound like we're at
Radiotity Music Hall.
I have mentioned Eve 6. Some
of the other bands under consid-
eration are, to me at least,
unspectacular at best. Blink 182?
Harvey Danger? Talk about your
one-hit wonders. How many of
us have heard anything other
than one hit from either of these
groups?
The one band that I personally
wouldn't mind seeing, Creed, is
probably not likely to even come
to Terre Haute, something that
the SGA is also counting on.
Will these bands want to make a
stop here? As a lifelong resident
of this town, I can attest to the
fact that the days of Aerosmith,
Boston, the Rolling Stones, and
the Eagles stopping here for a
show are long gone.
Hell, not even KISS could sell
out, and they're huge again.
That's not a good omen for a
band looking to come here.
Of course, a smaller venue
does have a larger chance of sell-
ing out, so that may turn out to
be a non-issue. However, I still
believe Terre Haute has kind of a
bad name in the music industry
anymore. Just ask the DJ's at
WZZQ how hard it is to bring
bands here and then how hard it
is to get people to come out to
see them.
But, in the end, it does all
come back to money. The SGA
representatives at the meeting
spoke of perhaps using money
from a CD and a mutual fund.
Shouldn't money like this be
saved for something worth-
while, not for instant gratifica-
tion? Maybe for a scholarship
fund or something of a nobler
purpose?
And if the concert does go
forth, and it fails, what then? Do
we raid these accounts to pay for
everything? Do we raid the gen-
eral fund and hurt the clubs that
so many people have put their
heart and soul into?
I realize that there are not
many things for the average col-
lege student to do in Terre Haute,
and that's another issue alto-
gether that I won't go into here.
But, is the potential harm that
this concert could cause worth
it? Maybe we should focus on
some way of working with the
community in which we live to
improve the social scene around
here.
So, when that poll comes
around next week, asking you
which band you want, think care-
fully. If you honestly think this is
a good idea, go for it! But if you
have reservations, as I and many
others do, then contact your sen-
ator or anyone on the SGA com-
mittee and urge them to wait a
year to plan this better and to
raise a little more money.
Just in case.
Circle K
is looking for volunteers to tutor at the
Hyte Community Center. Tutoring will
be held Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 4 to 6 p.m. The center is
located on 13th Street.
If you are interested, please contact
Steve Lerda at 242-1814.
Life goes on while
memories remain
by Erin Sullivan
The Post (Ohio U.)
(U-WIRE) ATHENS, Ohio -
I recognized her handwriting
immediately, soft and rounded
with a light touch. We hadn't
spoken for more than two
years, but I could hear her
voice as I read the card.
"We might not get to see
each other very often, but I still
think of you all the time. That's
because you'll always be one
of my favorite friends - and
you'll always be very impor-
tant to me. I know that no mat-
ter where we go or what we do,
we'll always be able to pick up
right where we left off - just as
if we'd been together only yes-
terday... And in one way, it's as
if we are together all the time,
because we're with each other
in our hearts - and that's what
counts most of all."
I could hear my dad and
stepmother's voices bubbling
from the living room and tears
rolled down my face. I sat
alone in the kitchen, my over-
coat still buttoned from my
return home from work. I
reread the card and thought
about Mandy.
We met in kindergarten. She
was tiny, with white-blonde
hair and deep blue eyes. I, on
the other hand, was heavy and
wore thick, brown glasses. We
were opposites in many ways.
She was a tomboy and I was
content to sit in the shade and
draw or read. But we were best
friends.
She had a cottage at a nearby
lake where we would spend
summers racing on bikes and
playing in the dirt. ,She made
me face my fear of heights by
helping me climb to her tree-
house, and shaking my fears of
fish biting me in the lake and
Gremlins attacking me in the
outhouse. Mandy wasn't
scared of anything, not even
hairy spiders or bats.
Time passed and we
remained friends. She was
there for me when my parents
got divorced during our fifth
grade year. I was there for her
when her dog was put to sleep.
During high school we saw
less of each other - we both had
boyfriends and separate circles
of friends. We would talk from
time to time and catch up on
our lives and then not see each
other for weeks or months.
After our high school gradua-
tion, we spoke a few times on
the phone and then lost touch.
I called Mandy after I read
her card. She still is with her
boyfriend and is studying
physical therapy. The cottage
we spent our summers roaming
burned down almost two years
ago. Her brother, who used to
tease me mercilessly, has been
in the Army for six years, is
married and has a child. Her
older cousins also are married
and have children now. Her
mother changed jobs about six
months ago.
We talked for hours, catch-
ing up on the past three years
as if we had never spent any
time apart. My father always
told me that if I go through life
with a handful of friends who I
can talk to after months or
years and it seems as though it
was yesterday, who I always
can count on and who like me
and don't care what my busi-
ness or income status is, then I
will be lucky. It reminds me of
"It's a Wonderful Life" when
Jimmy Stewart opens the
newly-winged-angel Clar-
ence's book at the end of the
movie and reads, "Remember,
no man is a failure who has
friends." I cry every time I see
that movie.
I am the first one to admit
that I am not good at keeping
in touch. In'fact, I am lousy at
it. As with many people, I let
life's little difficulties get in the
way and take priority while the
importance of making time for
friends slides into the trash bin.
I always am scared that one
day my friends will get tired of
my hectic schedule and forget
about me, which I wouldn't
blame them if they did.
My famous phrase is, "I
would love to, but I can't," or,
"That sounds great, but let me
check and see if I have time."
I once got a fortune cookie
that said, "Time is not mea-
sured by a watch. It is mea-
sured by moments." I keep it in
my wallet to remind me that
there is more to life than meet-
ings and deadlines - which is a
philosophy I still am trying to
balance in the rat race of
American culture.
Reminiscing with Mandy
taught me that friendships
never end, they just lie dor-
mant waiting for the spring.
Life goes on - people get mar-
ried, have children, get jobs
and change - but memories are
difficult to erase. And when
Mandy said we should take a
trip together to our old Girl
Scout camping grounds I
didn't say, "I would love to,
but ..." or mention checking
my daily planner.
I said, "Let's do it."
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The Faculty barely receives a passing grade
By Travis Holler
Thorn Features Editor
Opening Notes: Featuring a
script penned by horror master
Kevin Williamson (the writer of
Scream and creator of TV's
"Dawson's Creek") and having
been directed by gore guru Robert
Rodriguez (director of Desperado
and From Dusk till Dawn), many
audience goers had high hopes
that The Faculty would live up to
some of it's predecessors in the
horror genre. Unfortunately, The
Faculty comes off as a Breakfast
Club meets Invasion of the Body
Snatchers type film, and doesn't
really measure up to either.
The Cast: Following in the
Footsteps of films like The Break-
Just Club, the main teen-aged
characters in The Faculty run the
range of stereotypical characters.
Playing the Anthony Michael Hall
"nerd" role of Casey is Elijah
Wood (The Good Son, Deep Im-
pact). Newcomer Jordana Brew-
ster plays Delilah, the popular
Molly Ringwald cheerleader type
character. Josh Hartnett is Judd
Nelson-ish rebel Zeke. Filling the
Ally Sheedy "female outsider"
character of Stokely was Clea Du-
vall, and Shawn Wayne Hatosy
played Stan, the introspective jock
(Emilio Estevez's character from
TBC}. With such similar charac-
ters (or are they blatant rip-offs?)
to John Hughes' film, from the
start, The Faculty seems to be a
movie that I'd already seen several
times before.
Other characters, like new stu-
dent MaryBeth, played by Laura
Harris (Nickelodeon's early 90's
teen drama "Fifteen") are more in-
teresting, mostly because they
Above: The whole gang trying to figure out what to do after having been attacked by one of their
alien-possessed teachers.
Below: (left) Jon Stewart reacting to being bitten by one of the alien creatures.
(right) Some members of the faculty roam the halls looking for their next victim.
Photos from Dimension Films
didn't seem so familiar. However,
as in most horror films, these char-
acters are woefully underdevel-
oped, and so they end up largely as
part of the body count. Other no-
table members of the cast include
recording star Usher, TV talk
show host Jon Stewart (who will
never live up to Craig Kilborn as
host of "The Daily Show") and
Salma Hayek (Desperado, Fools
Rush In).
The Plot: It's a stock plot here,
nothing we haven't seen over and
over again. Alien parasites invade
and start taking over human bod-
ies. Of course, the teachers are
first, and eventually the student
population is targeted. The six
main characters are eventually the
only ones left to try and save the
school, and the world, by destroy-
ing the main alien.
The Good: I'll admit that the
movie's entertaining. It does flow
reasonably well and the young ac-
tors who play the main characters
all play their roles with a respect-
able amount of believability. It
was good to see Laura Harris in
something again, if only because I
used to watch the Nickelodeon
show "Fifteen" that she was in
(what does that say about me?).
However, the best part of the
film is probably the special ef-
fects. Seeing a teacher's finger
slyly become a tentacle, or seeing
the parasitic bugs crawl under the
skin of their possessed victims are
all really neat tricks. Rodriguez is
excellent at incorporating this type
of stuff into his films, and his ex-
pertise in this area really helps the
film. The final confrontation with
the main alien is also well done, as
the main alien is probably one of
the best alien special effects ever
done in films. And the way the
aliens die when dehydrated, while
very gross, is also really cool.
The Bad: The movie's pretty
stupid, and it seems like I had ev-
erything figured out about an hour
before any of the main characters
did. Unlike Scream, or other good
horror movies, The Faculty just
lacked the suspense factor, and
what's the use of a scary movie, i
without the faintest trace of sus- '111
pense?
Also, lately, Elijah Wood has
been in some junky movies play-
ing some really nerdy guys. The
former child star has recently been
typecast in these sort of brainy
roles, and I'm sure that, to some
degree, he longs for a return to his
days as a cover boy for "Tiger
Beat" magazine.
The Ugly: There's a whole lot
that could be lumped into this cat-
egory, seeing as it is a gory film,
but the scene that stands out in my
mind isn't one of those, but a
scene in which the main six have
to snort "scat" to prove that they
aren't aliens. The "scat" is a
homemade drug made and sold by
Zeke, that because of the way it
dehydrates the user, it kills the wa-
ter-reliant aliens. I just didn't like
the scene; not only did it seem gra-
tuitous (couldn't they have fOund
something other then drugs to dry
out the alien?) but it wasn't very
well done either.
The Bottom Line: Overall, I
was disappointed in this movie.
Although I went in expecting it to
be closer to Williamson's / Know
What You Did Last Summer
(which is garbage) than to Scream
(which is a classic),! still expected
more from the pairing of William-
son and Rodriguez. This movie
could have been a lot better.
On a scale of I to 4 (with 4 be-
ing classic and I being the atro-
cious horror spoof Student
Bodies), I give this movie a 2,
moderately entertaining, but hard-
ly the best effort that the tandem of
Williamson and Rodriguez could
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Rose Student ponders the upcoming Millennium
  Bimillennial World's Fair. The
XXVIIth Olympiad will take
place in Sydney, Australia with
10,000 athletes from 171 coun-
tries.
On top of all this, not only will
2000 be a leap year, but it will be
the first "century leap year" since
the year 1600. The story behind
this goes back to the change from
the Julian to the Gregorian calen-
dar.
In 45 B.C., Julius Caesar came
up with the first modern form of
the calendar, based on a year of
365.25 days. He compensated for
the fraction by making every
fourth Year a "leap year" with 366
days. But because the solar year is
actually something more like
365.242199 days long, the Julian
calendar overestimated the length
of a year by a little over eleven
minutes. It contained too many
leap years.
By the 16th century, the calen-
dar had accumulated ten extra
days. This was unacceptable to
the religious establishment be-
cause the vernal Equinox, pivotal
in determining the day of Easter,
was drifting farther away from its
actual date. So in 1582 Pope Gre-
gory deleted ten days from the
month of October, and declared
that century years (previously all
leap years) would now be leap
years only if divisible by 400.
This improvement came to be
known as the Gregorian calendar.
Other parts of the world were
slow to catch on. England did not
adopt the change until 1752. The
deletion of eleven days out of their
year created the two differing
dates for George Washington's
birthday, February 11, and Febru-
ary 22, Russia did not adopt the
Gregorian calendar until 1918,
and their eleven deleted days ex-
plain why their "October Revolu-
tion" is always celebrated in
November.
However, the confusion that
arose from the switch to Gregorian
calendar is small potatoes when
compared to the raging debate on
when the new millennium actually
starts. For the last three hundred
years, heated argument has cen-





Here we are back from break, in
the year 1999. The New Year
means that most of Europe is final-
ly united under a common curren-
cy, and Fidel Castro has been in
power for 40 years. It means that
every time I accidentally write
"1998" out of habit, I'll have to go
back and make the 8 look like a 9.
It means that this May, most of my
peers will be graduating from
Rose-Hulman. But overshadow-
ing everything else, the New Year
means that the Third millennium
is less than a year away.
A little over a year ago, I was
driving from New Mexico back to
Indiana on the return route of my
"Atomic Roadtrip." As I passed
through Roswell, I noticed my car
odometer hit 99,999.7 miles, so I
pulled out the videocamera and re-
corded the change to 100,000. I
almost ran my car off the road try-
ing to drive while looking through
the viewfinder, but it was worth it.
People have said that no other
year in all of human history has
gathered as many predictions as
the year 2000. If for no other rea-
son, the year 2000 will be interest-
ing simply because it will be the
first time in a thousand years that
all four numbers on the "cosmic
odometer" will change. It will
also be unique as the first millen-
nial change celebrated all over the
world, by billions of people using
the same calendar.
Needless to say, the year will be
an eventful one. On January 1st
2000, a million people are expect-
ed to cram into Times Square with
Dick Clark to watch the ball drop.
Throughout the year four million
people are expected to visit Israel's
West Bank, for what represents
the 2000th anniversary of the birth
of Jesus Christ. Hannover, Ger-
many will host "ExpO 2000", a
lennium begins on Jan. 1, 2000, or
Jan. 1,2001.
This whole mess can be traced
back to one man; a 6th century
monk named Dionysus Exiguus.
Dionysus, credited with coming
up with the B.C. / A.D. dating sys-
tem, named the "birth year of our
Lord" as "Anno Domini 1." He
neglected to include a year zero,
which didn't exist in Roman nu-
merals.
Many scholars argue that be-
cause .of Dionysus' blunder, every
decade, century, and millennium
must start with a "1" instead of
"0." Even researchers at the Royal
Greenwich Observatory in Cam-
bridge, England, once the "time-
keepers of the world," agree with
the scholars in saying the new mil-
lennium starts Jan. 1,2001.
I say, "What's the big deal, any-
way?" These two factions have
been bickering so fervently about
which year will mark the 2000th
anniversary of the birth of Christ,
and the funny thing is that they're
probably both wrong. Most histo-
rians agree that Christ was born in
4 B.C. at the latest. So his 2000th
birthday most likely already hap-
pened.
What does it mean? To a non-
religious person like myself, the
2000th birthday of a man doesn't
hold any special significance. We
do however, have a calendrical
system that is commonly used all
over the world, by both Christians
and non-Christians. To me, the
approaching millennial change
will have no religious meaning,
but it will still be a significant
event.
So when does it start? I look at
it this way: when a car odometer
hits 100,000 miles, you videotape
it. When it hits 100,001, who
cares? For me, common sense
says that Jan. 1, 2000 will be the
start of the new millennium.
That's the day I'll break out the Cu-
ban cigars to celebrate and reflect
on how far we humans have come,
and to ponder the future.
What will life be like in this next
millennium? We no longer live
under the threat of the nuclear de-
struction, and international
projects like the space station
show the promise of the future.
Will the United States still be the
most powerful country in 500
years? How much will the English
language have changed in another
thousand years? How will we
eventually deal with problems of
world over-population?
.Thinking more to the immediate
future, some people have been
asking, "What are we going to call
the new decade?" Most of my
peers were born in the "Seven-
ties," grew up in the "Eighties,"
and came to Rose-Hulman in the
"Nineties." What comes next?
The "Hundreds?" The "Zero's?"
The "Aughts?" Does anybody ac-
tually know or are we just going to
figure it out when we get there?
At least some people have been
thinking ahead. All of a sudden,
M&M's are the "Candy for the
new millennium," and it seems
that every five seconds there is a
commercial for "Lever 2000"
soap. Twentieth Century Fox has
already claimed the rights for the
name "Twenty-First Century
Fox." Many people are already
stockpiling on champagne for the
Big Year, while others are making
a buck on the "end-of-the-world"
theme, with movies like Armaged-
don and Deep Impact.
It goes without saying that every
time religious "Doomsday" cults
have predicted the "end of the
world" in the past, they've been
wrong. Other people of similar
mentality seem to think society
will be completely destroyed by
the Y2K bug, and suggest that we
all remove our money from the
banks, put it all into gold, stock up
on ammunition and canned food,
and learn to live off the land.
A more informed viewpoint can
be read in this month's issue of
Scientific American. Peter de Jag-
er, the person credited with alert-
ing governments and industry to
the problem more than five years
ago, doesn't predict anything near
the destruction of the world. He
does however, suggest in his arti-
cle that "severe disruptions will
occur" and that "they will last per-
-haps about a month" after the date
change.
Comments like these don't scare
me as much as they make me curi-
ous: With so many interconnect-
ed systems affected by Y2K, it
will be interesting to see how big
the problem will actually get to be,
and in what unpredictable ways it
will affect our lives as the world
passes this "immovable deadline."
I guess we'll have no choice but to
find out in less than a year.
Eventually though, life will re-
turn back to normal. Paranoid
technology-haters will be able to
come out of their underground
bomb shelters, change their gold
bullion back to cash, and return tc
living in their one-room log cabins
out in the Montana wilderness.
Doomsday cult members who we
don't see on the news for eithei
killing themselves, or wreaking
general havoc, will be disappoint-
ed to know that the world didn'l
end in a big fireball as they hac
hoped.
As the last 357 days of the sec-
ond millennium wind down, I an'
optimistic about the future. I'n-
excited for what I will live to see
and jealous of what my descen.
dants will get to witness. It is it
the third millennium that the ad-
vancement of science might b(
able to reverse the effects of para-
lyzing injuries. It is in the thin
millennium that human beings
will develop the technology en
abling us to travel to other stan
within a human lifetime. And be
fore the next thousand years an
over, someone might actually sue
ceed in flying around the world it
a balloon.
Only one thing leaves me appre
hensive about the future. Whet
the year 2001 finally rolls around
I'm probably going to watch 2001
A Space Odyssey for about thi
fourth time, and I still won't hav(
the slightest clue what that movi(
is sue sosed to be about.
Factual information obtained
from the book Questioning the 
Millennium by Stephen Jay
Gould, website "http://hum-
net.humberc.on.ca/t2-
intro.htm," and January 1999
issue of Scientific American
magazine.
Bad Weather + Bad Government = Bad Attitude 
By Caleb Coburn
Thorn Alumnus
In the unlikely event that some-
one will actually plow some snow
off the roads here in Indiana, I
have decided to -get my pilots li-
cense and buy a helicopter. The
parking lot at work is plenty big
enough, so I should manage fine.
The traffic on 1-69 might get dis-
tracted, but no one pays attention
to driving anymore, so what does
it matter?
I now live and work in India-
napolis. I kind of made the wrong
decision and rented an apartment
on the west side of town, while I
work in the Castleton area of
town, which is on the northeast
corner of Indy, 20 miles away.
So, needless to say, I spend an
hour or more each day driving.
For the past couple of days, I've
spent most of that time cursing
the City of Indianapolis for its
"snow-removal" efforts.
For instance, the road I work on
is somewhat important for three
reasons: the U.S. Postal Service,
UPS, and FedEx. The three larg-
est parcel services in the world
have offices on this road. Yet, as
of this evening when I left work,
the road had not been touched by
a single plow. The road surface
was showing through four lines
cut through the snow by the traf-
fic over the past three days. How-
ever, two passes by a plow truck
would have the entire road
cleared.
The interstates here in Indy
aren't even cleared away. Four
different interstate highways con-
verge in Indianapolis, coupled
with the 1-465 loop. I would take
a guess that several hundred thou-
sand cars pass through town each
day.
However, I truly am in heaven,
at least compared to Terre Haute.
I had the fortune of driving
around the Haute the past Satur-
day night when I was returning a
friend to Rose. Of course, the last
time I had to do any significant
snow driving in Terre Haute was
two winters ago, and at that time I
had an old 1980 Jeep CJ-7. I
wished I had it this past weekend
as well, even if it didrilt have any
heat in it.
So, what is the problem we see
here? Well, there are two possi-
bilities. First, I shouldn't be driv-
ing around in the snow as much as
I have been (I've put over 400
miles on my car since it started
snowing last Friday night). Sec-
ondly, there is a total lack of com-
mon sense in city government
when it snows.
I'm fairly convinced that the
second choice is the correct one.
How is it possible that the parking
lot to my apartment complex is
smoother than a street that the
post office is on? Pretty simply
put, the managers here at the
complex called some guy up and
said, "Hey, plow the lot, and we'll
pay you for it.--
Meanwhile, the city had to call
some quasi-emergency meeting
of the city council, debate wheth-
er or not to use sand or salt, order
more donuts and coffee, then fi-
nally, after it's snowed six inches,
send out the plows. We can't for-
get to mention that the plows just
happen to get to the streets the
councilmen live on first.
What does it take to get some-
thing so simple as a plowed street
in modern America? I know
these plow truck drivers work
horrific hours and get paid little
for the value their work is done
for, so I don't think it's a lack of
effort for the drivers.
I simply think it's a lack of
leadership in the mayor's office.
This guy should be out there with
a shovel until I can get to the post
office without worrying about
sliding out of control in the park-
ing lot. He should be hiring pri-
vate workers to plow side streets.
And finally, he should make sure
that the safety of the citizens of
his city are safe.
Caleb Coburn is a free-loading
son-of-a-gun. In fact, he's proba-
bly eating the pickles out of your
fridge right now. He asks that
next time you get some dill spears
instead of sweet gherkins. He'd
like to thank The Church of Elvis
in Reno, NV, for making it all
possible.
INDIANA THEATRE
7th & Ohio 232-8076
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Engineers atop conference, 4-0




dominance of the SCAC by win-
ning conference matches against
Centre College and the University
of the South this past weekend.
The wins against the two
schools and against Eureka a cou-
ple of weeks earlier raised the
Engineers' record to 9-2 overall
and 4-0 in the conference. -
Rose will put their record on the
line this coming Sunday when
they pay a visit to 8-I Rhodes Col-
lege, another top opponent in the
conference. Rhodes sports a 2-1
conference record going into the
game.
The Engineers and the Lynx
have met 18 times with the Engi-
neers holding a slight edge at 10-
8. Both teams were members of
the old College Athletic Confer-
ence during the 1975-1989 era.
Three of last years starters
return to this year's squad, includ-
ing junior guard Josh Cockerham,
who last year averaged 15.0 points
per game. Two other key return-
ing starters include sophomore
forward Neal Power and junior
forward Patrick Yoder, who aver-
aged 10.2 and 9.7 points per game,
respectively.
This year Power has taken on
even more of a leadership role for
the Lynx, averaging 17.1 points
and 7.0 rebounds per game.
Cockerman has also improved
upon last year thus far, scoring
16.3 per game.
Rounding out the top three
threats the Lynx have to offer is
senior Zach Moore, who averages
13.5 points per game in addition to
four assists.
Belbre that, however, the Engi-
neers will journey to another con-
ference rival, Hendrix College, for
a game this evening. This game
will be the first time the two have
met.
The Warriors come into the
game without a win in the confer-
ence, and a record slightly below
.500. The small Arkansas school
finished eighth in the conference
last season.
The Warriors' top returning
player is senior Jason Bland, who
averaged 10.6 points per game last
year. This year, he is fourth in
scoring in the SCAC at 18.8 per
game. Bland















after the start of Christmas
Break. It took a late 13-4 run to
hold off the 1-10 Red Devils, 75-
73.
Head coach Jim Shaw, some-
what less than impressed with his
team's play against Eureka and
Blackburn, was impressed with
Eureka's effort, and told their head
coach so.
"I think that Eureka will win
some games in their league," he
commented after the game.
It was an even, seesaw battle all
through the first half, and the two
teams were tied at fifteen after
fourteen minutes of play. Rose
then exploded on a 9-2 run that
gave them a close 28-26 lead at
the half.
The second half was much the
same as the first until Rose's 13-4
run late in the half. The Red Dev- A 12-4 run halfway through the the arc with just over nine minutes
Is refused to go quietly, however, second half signaled the beginning left in the half to give Rose a 20-
nailing four three's in the final 22 of the end for 11 lead.
seconds. Fortunately, the buzzer Centre. The run The Tigers did not
rang before the Devils could finish gave the Engi- lie down, however,
nibbling the Engineers to death. neers a 50-34 and went on a 12-2
Bryan Egli notched another 20- lead with 12:05 tear as the half was
point game to lead the team along left. Six minutes ending to cut the
with eight assists. Both Joe later, the Engi- Engineers' lead to
Puthoff and Michael Harris also neers had a 66-41 three points.
got into double figures with 18 lead that the Rose started the
and 14 points, respectively. Colonels would second half strong
T.J. Holmes continued to make not challenge for on an 8-2 run, which
the most of his increasingly the rest of the the Tigers answered
important role on the contest. Matt Milllngtonwith an 11-4 run of
team by scoring ten Johnson led
points and leading his the team with 17 points and pulled
team with two blocks down six boards. Millington also
and two steals. Matt notched six
Millington attacked the rebounds, 14
boards and walked away points, and led
with nine rebounds in the squad with
the contest, four assists.
"Michael [Harris] did Egli was
a nice job, and I thought close behind
Chris Unton and Jeff Johnson with
Siefert played several 15 points of his
solid minutes also," own and con-
praised Shaw. tributed three
Although close at steals to the
halftime, the Rose offense finally winning
awakened to blow away the Cen- effort. Jeff Siefert also got into
tre College Colonels 73-46. The the act with three steals of his own
game dropped the and a team-high
Colonels to 2-1 in the seven rebounds.
conference and gave Despite the
the Engineers sole wind, snow, and
possession of first in ice on Monday
the SCAC. evening, the
Rose took a 16-9 Engineers tan-
lead after five minutes gled with the
of play before the Tigers from the
Colonels decided to' ,,,j.' 
of the
make it interesting for South and came
a while by rallying to away with a 66-
within a point of the 1 I 1 52 win.
lead with 7:29 left in Sam Johnson Egli got things
the half. started right for
Sam Johnson hit two free the Engineers by scoring six
throws late in the half to break a points and assisting on a couple of
24-24 tie, and Rose managed to other baskets early in the game.
have a 28-24 lead at halftime. Millington nailed two from behind
their own. With nine
minutes left in the half, the Tigers
had their first lead of the game,
47-45.
The Engineers
quickly put them away,
however, going on a
12-1 run to end the
game, thanks mostly to
eight consecutive free
throws sunk by Harris
and Patrick Grace.
The game was the
first time since the
1996 ICAC Champi-
onship game against
Manchester that five Engineers
reached double digits.
Those five were led by
Puthoff's 14-point, four steal
effort.
Egli was close behind him with
13 points of his own to go with a
team-high six assists.
The other three were Holmes
and Millington with 12 points
each, and Johnson with II.
Both Egli and Johnson were
tough on the boards; each led all
players with ten rebounds each.
The Engineers come home
again next Saturday to take on
conference foe Southwestern. The
game will kick off a three-game
home stand against Trinity and
DePauw that week.
Thorn Athlete of the Week: T.J. Holmes, men's basketball
by Don Cole
Thorn Sports Editor
It's always a pleasant surprise
when a player can step up and fill
a position vacated by someone
else.
This year, that surprise has been
sophomore point guard T.J.
Holmes.
Coming into this season,
Holmes had little
varsity experience,
playing in only four
games his freshman
year. His personal








has made the most of
them. He set a career
high for points against
Oglethorpe University
with 17 and followed
that up two games later
with 16 against Black-
burn College.
He is the fifth leading
scorer on the team, aver-
aging 8.5 points per con-
FOR SALE 
Martin DM acoustic guitar w/
deluxe hardshell case, < 3 months
old, lifetime warranty: $650.
Ibanez Stagestar electric guitar w/
amp and gig bag, <6 months old:
$300. German-made Stradivarius
violin w/ bow and SKB hardshell




Not only has Holmes been scor-
ing more, he has stepped his entire
game, averaging three rebounds a
game and grabbing a career high
seven in the game against
Oglethorpe. Also willing to give
the ball to a teammate, he has
compiled 31 assists, third on the
team.
"T.J. did a good job for us last
year of adjusting to college bas-
Classified Advertisements
POLICIES
The Rose Thorn offers
classified advertisements less
than 30 words free to Rose-
Hulman students, faculty, and
student organizations. For
submissions of more than 30
words, each additional word is
$0.10.
ketball," praised head coach Jim
Shaw earlier this season.
"He learns quickly and has very
good ball skills in addition to a
good understanding of the game."
Holmes was a very active ath-
lete in high school, racking up
seven varsity letters, three in bas-
ketball and four in baseball. Dur-
ing his junior and senior years, he
was named team MVP and also to
the all-conference team.
advertisements are $3.00 for
the first 30 words and $0.15 for
each additional word.
Payments must be made in
advance; corrections at our
expense first week only.
The Rose Thorn reserves the
right to refuse advertising
which the editors judge to be
discriminatory on the basis of
race, religion, sexual
orientation, or gender. Also
any advertisement which
promote violence, • illegal
activities or is in bad taste will
not be considered for
publication.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office, through campus
mail addressed to the Thorn, by
email-ing thorn@rose-
hulman.edu, or by calling the
Thorn office at extension 8255.
Deadline for submissions is 5
p.m. the Wednesday prior to
publication. Runs over one week
must be renewed weekly by
contacting the Thorn office,
unless prior run arrangements
have been made.
All other classified





The women's basketball team
(04 overall, 0-4 SCAC) will con-
tinue its search for their first win of
the season this weekend when they

















home game against Eureka was
canceled and has been resched-
uled for Wednesday, Jan. 27 at 7
p.m.
' The road trip follows two home
losses to conference rivals Centre
and University of the South.
The first loss was a closely con-
tested game against Centre on Sat-
urday. The Engineers, trailing by
ten in the second half, rallied to
take a 61-60 lead with 15 seconds -
remaining thanks to two free
throws by senior Amanda Speich.
But a three-pointer from Centre
with five seconds remaining
ended the Engineers' victory cele-
bration.
Speich had one of her best
games of her career, tallying 19
points, a career-high 17 rebounds,
a school record tying three blocks,
four assists and four steals.
Freshman Christina Forsyth had
her first collegiate double-double,


















University of the South proved too
much for the Engineers, shooting
51 percent and forcing 34 turn-
overs. The Engineers were. also
outrebounded 46-33 and shot only
23% from the field.
On the bright side, they were
nearly perfect from the free throw
line (19-22, 86 percent) and com-
mitted only nine fouls.
Speich once again led the Engi-
nders with 18 :points and seven
rebounds. Sophomore Tarelle Van
Dyk added 15 points and four
rebounds, while junior Mandy
Smith led the Engineers with four
steals.
Amanda Speich
Freshman standout Christina Forsyth struggles to retain control of
the ball against a couple of Pomeroys in this season's first battle
for the Clabber Girl Trophy; the Engineers lost, 65-57. Things are
looking up for the team however; they very nearly got their first
win against Centre College. This weekend the Engineers will take
on Hendrix and Rhodes in SCAC matches. Forsyth, who has
grabbed 22 rebounds in the last three games, will be expected to
shine along with Amanda Speich, who exploded for 19 against
Centre, and Tarelle Van Dyk, who has scored 27 points in the last
two games.




The Thursday before Christmas
break witnessed the Rose-Hul-
man track team's home opener, an
unscored skirmish against Vin-
cennes University.
Several runners had personal
bests on the day. For the men,
senior Sean Stoughton had per-
sonal bests times in the 55 and
300-meter dash events. Junior
Phil Reksel bettered two of his
times, in the 600-meter dash and
his split in the 4x400-meter relay.
Also scoring personal bests for
the men were John Harris and
Matt Marker in the 300-meter
dash, Brian Wickham in the
1000-meter run, Kyle Smith in
the mile run, and Mat Cosby in
his split of the 4x400 meter relay.
For the women, senior Jeanne
Hudson broke the women's
indoor record for the high jump
with a leap of 4'8". Hannah
Rumpf broke a record as well,
this one in the mile run with a
time of 6:01. Erica Snyder also
competed well, coming in first
place in the 300-meter dash.
The Engineers will be in com-
petition again next Friday, hosting
the Rose-Hulman Quadrangular
Invitational. Scheduled to appear
are Danville College; Franklin
College, and Vincennes Univer-
sity once again. The action is












should call coach Bill
Welch at x8278 or see
him in his office for
more details.
BASKETBALL GAME CONTESTS AND EVENTS
Brought to the screaming fans of Rose-Hulman by the Student Government Association and the
Athletic Department
Prizes will be given away like mad! Come out and support your teams and have fun at the half!
Jan 12W- Residence Hall Relays
Jan 15 M&W- Block Party
Jan 17 M- Dizzy Bat W- Foul Shot
Jan 21 M- Fraternity Cheer and free plane tickets from International Tours
W. Most outrageous fraternity
Feb 3 W - Big Money Shot Competition
Feb 5 M- Residence Hall banner contest W- Dating Game
Feb 7- Greek Day M- Sorority Games W-Fraternity Games
*Events are subject to change (they might get cooler)







Come join us and make a memorable yearbook.











It's a brand new
year! Surely one of
your resolutions
was to start writing
for the Thorn,




Come to a meeting
in Olin 101
Wednesday at





you name it! See
you Wednesday!
(Please?) 
Finding it hard to keep
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Y2K angst is mostly fear of change
(U-WIRE) MINNEAPOLIS,
Minn. -- When the artist formerly
known as Prince first sang
"1999," it was still some sort of
hazy, far-off time; a vague picture
of some sort of wonderland.
The 1990s themselves were
unknown territory. But here we
are at the end of a decade, the end
of a century, the end of a millen-
nium; so many endings it's hard to
fathom what will begin.
Visions of the Apocalypse have
been dancing around our collec-
tive heads for a while now. Trying
to deny it is pretty futile. With the
TV show "Millennium" and mov-
ies like "Armageddon" and "Deep
Impact," the concept is now
embedded in our popular culture.
This coming year is going to hold
the worst of the paranoia and the
obsession surrounding the millen-
nial shill.
Even the most cynical among
us, myself included, hold the year
2(X)() up a little differently than
the rest. There isn't really a logi-
cal reason for it, the number is an
arbitrary one -- it could just as
easily be one year more or less.
There's something about rounded
numbers, in our obsession with
time, that makes us feel like
something should change.
We encapsulate each decade.
The '70s were bell bottoms, poly-
ester and disco; the '80s were
cocaine, synthesizers, guys in
make up and big hair; the '90s
will probably be heroin, grunge,
swing and vinyl. None or these
tiny lists of things that happened
in each decade says anything
about the reality of life; they're
just tidbits that we've given
importance in defining aspects of
life at that time.
Every decade we have expecta-
tions for the new one. Expecta-
tions for new centuries are bigger.
This is the second millennium
ever, so our expectations are
huge. What exactly we expect, I
couldn't really tell you.
We expect the End, epiphanies,
electric cars, the Jetsons, UFOs,
World War III ...
Speaking of WWIII, did any-
body else notice Clinton's defense
spending proposal? It is the first
major increase in defense spend-
ing in a decade -- $12 billion. His
plan is part of a six year, $100 bil-
lion defense building plan. We
haven't seen this sort of military
buildup since the Cold War.
Though the military buildup
reflects Clinton's interpretation
of what is needed to deal with tur-
moil abroad, the irony of the
announcement falling so close to
the new year was conspicuous.
Although envisioning the
Apocalypse coming in the next
year is very farfetched, expecting
people to try and create catastro-
phes isn't: There are so many
fanatical people predicting,
almost:desiring, the world to end
or change violently, that there is a
big chance that they are going to
make this year a difficult one.
Go online and you will see Web
sites galore predicting the End,
the Apocalypse, etc. You will find
the paranoia that has spawned
jokes on "South Park" or "Mad
TV"; black helicopters; UFOs.
Anything that can be turned into a
sign of the End will be. What
these people could do once their
catastrophe doesn't happen is sort
of nerve-racking.
Acknowledgment of the power
the millennium has on people
isn't reserved for the zealots.
There is actually a Center for Mil-
lennial Studies online -- with jour-
nals, annotated bibliographies,
position papers, etc. They have a
much more theoretical discussion
of why people see the millennium
as important.
And the millennium is impor-
tant. We've made it that way by
talking about it more and more as
its presence grows nearer. We
joke a little about the people
expecting the End, maybe bring
up Nostradamus and his prophe-
sies, give some attention to the
greenhouse effect and the crazy
weather, worry about running out
of natural resources, etc. The
point is that everyone is expecting
change, everyone is looking for
something to happen -- not neces-
sarily right away and not neces-
sarily apocalyptic in nature, but
we expect big change.
The question is why. One of
the '90s characteristics that will
probably be voiced in years to
come is the discontent that seems
fairly consistent through the
decade, maybe even bordering on
cynicism. Some people would
attribute this to the minor role
Want a FREE Playstation
Demo CD?
Coming soon from the Thorn
religion is being given in our cul-
ture, and they have a point. I'm
not a religious person, but I still
have questions and I still want
answers, but I don't trust anything
enough to believe.
With all this newness
approaching, it's a time of ques-
tions. If religion is on the back-
burner, who is going to answer
our questions?
The millennium is filled with a
lot of unknowns, and the change
in year is not going to bring any
more clarity to life than there is
now. There may be discontent and
uncertainty regarding what
exactly will happen in the next
few years, but that could turn out
to be a good thing for everyone.
Once we're past the Apocalypse
and we're still alive, people are
going to reevaluate -- comparing
what they thought would happen
to what did.
With the third millennium a
thousand years away, we'll have
to stop being apocalyptic for a
while, maybe even stop searching
for reasons for a little bit, and
focus on merely existing.
(z)
UNITY
Meetings are Wednesdays at
7 p.m. in the Union's
Conference Room.
See the Information section of our web page:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/users/groups/Unity/HTML
Quick Quiz
(1) What was your favorite thing you
did during the holiday break?
(2) What is your worst travel story in
getting back to Rose after break?
(3) What is your favorite activity to
do in Terre Haute?
(4) What is your favorite restaurant
in Terre Haute?
E-mail your answers to:
THORN g ROSE-HULMAN.EDU
The best answers will appear in an
upcoming issue. You can win a prize!
Thorn Advertising... It's FAN-
tastic !
Advertisers: This ad space could be yours at a TASTY price.
Just 2.25 per half-coltutut inch for local advertisers, 3.25 for national.
Student Groups: Ask about our super discount*
Contact the Thorn office by phone at (812) 877-8255
or by fax at (812) 877-8362 for details.
441-
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A Moment For Us, As If I Care
The last time we were
together, you were treated
to "Roomies", "Dilbert", and
nothing else. This time, you
get no "Roomies", a double
dose of "Dilbert", and one of
everything else. What's
going on, you ask? Hell if I
know.
To your right you'll see
some tried-and-true prof
quotes, one of which stars an
office favorite, that's right,
Dr. Gary Sherman. It's
always fun never knowing
what he'll say next. I'd like to
thank Dr. Sherman for pro-
viding a nearly endless
amount of moronic quotes to
me.
So now I'm wondering if I
can get him to say some more
odd quotes that I supply. So
Dr. Sherman, if you can work
the word "incontinence" into
your 6th hour Disco class (I
have several informants
there), you'll score a point. In
fact, you'll get a point every
time you can work the word in
over the next week (through
next Thursday). I'll keep a
running total here on the
page.
Now, what's a contest
without a challenger? There-
fore, Dr. Young (another fre-
quent visitor to the page) will
be your opponent. Every time
you can work the word into
your 7th hour Software Engi-
neering class, you'll get a
point. (I'll be there to keep
score.) May the weirder prof
win! (Win what, I dunno.)
-- Jason
Those Wacky Profs!
Di Sherman's Special Disclaimer: These quotes are real. All quotes come from the indi-
cated (or not) professors, although Dr. Sherman's quotes may not be entirely accurate
(we suggest that he write them down and submit them himself to avoid any further con-
fusion). Feel free to submit your "Wacky Prof" quotes to thorn@ rose-hulman.edu,
along with name, class name (including section), date, and setup. All quotes must be
verified before publication.
"Given enough time, I could probably design an elevator system
that would facilitate the needs of a prostitution ring."
-- Dr. Young (12-15-98)
(Explaining in Software Engineering that there are some clients whose needs you have to
take into account when designing a system. Then again, there are some you shouldn't...)
"Who's the moron who taught you Linear Algebra?"
"You did."
-- Dr. Sherman (1-5-99)
(The conversation between Dr Sherman and a student who couldn't find the determinant of
a binary matrix in Discrete Mathematics.)
"Bear Bones" by David Berenson (courtesy of U-Wire and "The Dartmouth")
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— I THINK I 105T
BECAME AN
ENTREPKENEUR.
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Top 10 Other Activities
We'd Like To See In The SRC Arena
10. Full contact chess
9. Bowling for an 'A' in Tech Comm
8. "Singled Out" (with Carmen Electra)
7. Puppet shows
6. Cory Heim / Cory Feldman film festival
5. Ferrets
4. WCW Thunder
3. Lord of the Dance
2. Chi Omega vs. Delta Delta Delta mudwrestling
1. Two words: Monster Trucks
I DEMAND RESPECT
I EFUSE TO BE
TREATED ANY
LESS /











Since most people read this page first, this looks like a good
place to prepare you for what you're going to find on the next
page. Since "Roomies" was nowhere to be found last night, I
began combing through the comics section on U-Wire. That's
where I came across "Bear Bones", a daily comic strip by David
Berenson, a student at Dartmouth University. Actually, I came
across it because it was the only comic on U-Wire, but that's
another story. Anyway, I feel I'll have to warn you, because it's
quite different (risque, if you will) from anything we've run in
recent history. But then again, that's a good thing. Maybe this will
draw out some comments from you, the readers. So if you like it,
or if you don't, tell us. If it offends you, or you hurt yourself
from laughing too hard, let us know. Letters to the Editor are

















































































TO LOSE WEIGHT 31'
EATING HUGE TUBS
OF ICE CREAM.
ON THE PLUS SIDE,
I DON'T FEEL SO 13A0
ABOUT NOT RECYCLING.
